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oder selmei'n ;" and in Prance they have a proverb con-
trary to the one we have first quoted:

** Temps pomrneld, fille fardee,
Ke sont pas de longue duree."

The term " dappled sky '* (del pommele) is a little
equivocal, arid might refer to the other form of cirro-
cumulus, known in Northern Europe as " mackerel sky."

Anyhow, we have to reconcile an apparently contra-
dictory set of prognostics. The reason appears to be
that ia Northern Europe rain is chiefly cyclonic, and
therefore rarely preceded by fleecy cirro-cumulus, so that
the appearance of that cloud denotes the edge of an
anticyclone, and fine weather for a day at least. In
Central and Southern Europe, on the contrary, fleecy
clouds are usually formed in front of secondaries, thunder-
storms, and non-isobaric rains, so that their cirro-cumulus
is a sign of approaching rain. We can readily imagine
that, both at the edges of anticyclones and in front of
secondaries, thundeivtorms, etc., we have upper currents
moving in very different directions to those on the surface,
with a layer of cloud between them, though the origin of
the condensed vapour is not the same. In anticyclones
the vapour probably rises from evaporation, till it reaches
an altitude where the temperature falls to the dew-point;
in secondary cyclones, etc., the upward impulse is due to
the dynamical properties of cyclonic or other motion.

This is exactly analogous to the difference between
the wispy cirrus formed of an evening at the edges of
anticyclones in fine weather, and the same cloud which
precedes a dangerous storm.

In practice the surroundings are so different that the